LEGACY QUESTIONNAIRE

1. What do you know about your distant ancestors?  Your “ethnicity”?

2. What do you know of your great-grandparents?  What did they do? Where did they come from and live?  How did they pass away?  Do you have any personal memories of them?

3. How about your grandparents? What did they do? Where did they live? How did they pass away?  What are your memories of them?

4. Where did your parents grow up?

5. Do you know any details of their early lives?  Did they have any siblings?

6. When & where were you born?

7. Any unusual or otherwise interesting circumstances or events associated with your birth?

8. Were you named after someone?

9. How many brothers and sisters did you have?

10. What did your father do for a living?

11. Was your mother also involved in generating household income?

12. What was your life like growing up?

13. Where did you grow up?

14. Did you like school?

15. What was your favorite pastime when you were a child?

16. As a child, what did you want to be when you grew up?

17. What is your favorite childhood memory?

18. What technological innovations did you see come into being, at what age?

19. Was religion an important part of your life as a youngster?  How so?

20. Tell us about the high school(s) you attended.

21. Did you enjoy being a teen-ager?

22. How old were you when you first got a car?  Tell us about that car.

23. Did you and your friends have a special “hang-out” where you liked to spend time?

24. Where was it and what did you do there?

25. Were there any fads during your youth that you remember vividly?

26. What music did you especially like? 

27. Tell us about your first boyfriend/girlfriend.

28. Tell us about your first date.

29. Did you go to college? What did you study?

30. What were your goals when you finished school?

31. What wars have been fought during your lifetime? How did you feel about them? 

32. If you served in the military, when and where did you serve and what were your duties? 

33. Tell us about meeting your mate.

34. How did you know you were in love?

35. Tell us about your wedding and honeymoon? How old were you?

36. Did you have children?  How many?  At what age?

37. How did you find out that you were going to be a parent for the first time? 

38. What was the funniest thing you can remember that one of your children said or did? 

39. If you had it to do all over again, would you change the way you raised your family? How?

40. Did you find that you had to treat each of your children differently? If so, why? 

41. What advice do you have for your children and grandchildren? 

42. Where did you live?

43. What did you do for a living?

44. What is your favorite story about your career?

45. When did you retire?

46. When did your parents pass away?  How?

47. Tell us about your best friend in life (other than your mate).

48. What is your favorite story about your married life?

49. How would you describe your spouse? 

50. What do (did) you admire most about them?
51. How do you spend your time now that you are retired?

52. What was your goal after you retired?

53. Tell us about your favorite vacation.

54. What did you and your mate and/or family do for fun?

55. What is your political affiliation, if any?  Has it changed during your life?   

56. Do you play, or have you played in the past, any musical instruments? 

57. Do you consider yourself creative? 

58. What things have you made that others have enjoyed? 

59. Do you have any grandchildren?

60. Do you have any great-grandchildren?

61. How did you first hear that you were a grandparent and how did you feel about it? 

62. What is/was your favorite pastime or hobby?

63. Tell us about any significant deaths that have occurred during your life.

64. What people or events helped shape your life?  How? 

65. What was the most amazing thing you ever saw or experienced?

66. What were the hardest choices that you ever had to make?   Do you feel that you made the right choices? 

67. What do you appreciate most?

68. From what mistakes have you learned the most?

69. What do you think was your greatest accomplishment?

70. What is your funniest memory?

71. What is your happiest memory?

72. What is your biggest regret, if any?

73. What is the scariest thing that has ever happened to you personally? 

74. Did/do you have any bad habits?

75. What organizations and/or groups have you belonged to? 

76. Is there anything you always wanted to do and never did?

77. Is there any place you always wanted to go and never did?

78. Describe a time and place when you remember feeling truly at peace and happy to be alive. Where were you and what were you doing? 

79. What is the most beautiful place you have ever visited and what was it like? 

80. What was the most stressful experience that you ever lived through? What helped you get through it?

81. Why are you living where you are today? 

82. Do you wish you lived somewhere else (If so, where would it be)? 

83. Describe your general health. 

84. What major illnesses or health problems have you experienced?  Are any of those considered to be hereditary?  Did any require hospitalization?  Surgery?

85. Do you remember your dreams?

86. Did you ever have a dream that came true?

87. Do you currently go to church?  Which one?

88. Have had any mystical, spiritual or metaphysical experiences in your life?

89. What do you think happens to you when you die?

90. Would you prefer to be buried or cremated?  Why?

91. What would you prefer to be done with your body or ashes?

92. Any special requests about your funeral/celebration?

93. What do you think would be an appropriate epitaph for you?
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